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Tur kingdom come! has been the devout and benevolent aspi- 
tation of every true disciple of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Chrisf, 
from those who caught the prayer from his gracious lips, to those 
who now utter the fervent ejaculation, with hearts animated by the 
delightful prospect of ifs extensive accomplishment, and souls illu- 
minated and fired by the blaze of the divine glory, as the millenial 
sabbath dawns. In the execution of the vast and important, yet 
truly grateful task of directing the liberality of thousands of their 
brethren to the objects by them designed, and in their endeavors 
faithfully, in every point, to attend to the duties delegated to them 
by the General Convention, the efficacy of the supplication has 
been made evident to the Board; and they now acknowledge it, 
With sentiments of heartfelt gratulation to their brethren in Christ. 
and ef devout thankfulness and praise to the Lord God Omnipotent, 
who, riding forth in the chariot of salvation, deiens to make them 
fellow workers with himself, in the magnificent design of redeeming 
from the dominion of darkness, and the bondage of sin, out of every 
kindred apd tongue, and people and nation, the sanctified, the sa- 
¢ramental host, who shall ultimately join the universal choir, in as- 
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226 Address of the Baptist 


eribing “ blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, unto Him tha 
sitteth upoa the throue, and unio the Lamb), for ever and ever,” 

Conceiving that nothing could contribute more to the generous 
ardor of enlightened benevolence, aud te the exeNement of exten. 
ded Christiai sy mpathy, than the diffusion of missionary intelligence, 
ibe Board have commenced a periodical publication, entitled, the 
Latter bay Luminary: trom this, and the documents annexed tg 
ihe present address, may be collecied every iniormation respecting 
the number of missionaries under the patronage of the Board, their 
destination, their operations, and their prospects of useltuiness, Jt 
may uot, however, be improper here te present &@ coneise statement 
of the transactions of the preceding year. 

Our agent Mr. Rice, bas continued persevering in those active 
exertions for the advancement of ihe missionary cause, which 
essentially contributed to its rise: and, whilst prosecuting this cours, 
‘*in labors more abundant,” “ in journeyings often,’ “ in weariness 
avd painfulness,” “ in watchings olten,”’ he has our warmest sympa- 
thies, and we recommend him to the patrouage of every friend of 

* Zion. 

Brethren Peck and Welch, whose designation to the western 
mission was announced in. the last Report, have arrived at St. Lov- 
is; constituted a church of believers, whom the provideuce of God 
had conducied thither before them; opened a sc kool, and made ex- 
eursions among the Indians in the surrounding country ; and found 
them generally willing, evea solicitous, that their children should be 
iustructed. 2 

Brother Ranaldzon has been aetively employed in the states of 
Louisiana and Mississippi, in preaching the gospel to bond atid free, 
with a success that has rejoiced our hearts; and has established a 
chureh in the former state. ‘Though unable, from the sickness of 
his family, to visit the Creek Indians, pursuant to the instructions 
ef the Board, his representation to the Mississippi Association pro 

duced a mission from that body, which eventuated in the formation 
of a Creek African Church. | 

Among the Cherokees inhabiting the wild mountainous couniry 
Which jites on the borders of North-Carolina and Tennessee, ihe 
Rev. Humpirey Posey has communicated evangelical instruction 
with accepiaoce, and bas established several schools for the educa 
tion of their children. Having similar objects in view with respect 
to the Indians inhabiting the state of Indiana, and territory of Lh- 
nois, the Board appointed the Rev. Isaac M’Coy, near Vincennes, 
to missionary zervice iv that quarter. 

Two young missionaries, Messrs. Wheelock and Coleman, whos 
hearts are devoted to the cause in which they are engaged, whose 
desires are to tive for the conversion of the Burmans to God, aad 
to die among ihem, have sailed to join their brethren Judson aud 
Hough, in Rangoon. 

In this limited view of the proceedings of the Board, it may be 
sbserved, that the destitute places of the earth have been sought 
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gat, and cultivated by the faithful servants of Christ: the wretched, 
ssnorant, wandering race, whose inveterate habits of savage lite 


have often palsied the efforts of those who were warmest in their 


cause, are DoW induced to submit io the fostering hand of civiliza- 
tion, and listen to that gospel which has brought life and immorta- 
ity to light. ‘The poor African, once as “ dark in things divine,” 
as the complexion which Providence has stamped upon him, now 
peholds the ‘‘ light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Jesus Christ.”’ In personal bondage, he is Christ’s freeman; 
and, without a country in all the world he can call his own, his 
expectations are raised to-one that is heavenly. And the devoted 
missionaries in Rangoou, who have planted the standard of Christ 
inthe empire of darkness, and invaded “ the habitations of cru- 
elty,”’ will soon, it is hoped, receive an accession to thejr number. 
Such extended operations, it may well be conceived, could not 
be carried on without great expense; and the Board, ever regard- 
ing economy in the use of the funds by the liberality of the public 
entrusted to them, bave, nevertheless, been compelled by a sense 
of duty, to make large appropriations for these several objects. The 
calls of Providence were too plain to be misunderstood, ‘They 
would not resist; they could not but promote the ardent wishes of 
those into whose hearts God had infused the holy desire of sacrifi- 
cing almost every earthly consideration to his sacred cause. ‘They 
confided in His faithfulness who has promised to accomplish what 
they are laboring by his blessing to achieve. They trusted too, that 
there existed in those who have hitherto favored them with their 
patronage, a spirit that would not suffer them to grow weary in 
well doing; but which, regarding the success that has crowned 
their efforts, would -only find in each renewed demand upon their 
benevolence, a fresh inducement for contributing to sucb heavenly. 
purposes. : ) } 
Much has been done, but more, much more remains {o be ac- 
complished. We have only planted our standard on the field; the 
battle is yet to be fought. The various stations which have been 
chosen, are only strong positions from which must be carried on a 
more extended warfare. If we faint here, our strength is small 
indeed! If we sit down satisfied with such partial achievements, 
the laurels already gathered will wither on our brows. If steady, 
ardent, persevering efforts do not sueceed these measures, we have 
but labored in vain. What are four missionaries in Rangoon against 
ahost of seventeen millions? and these too under the strung influ- 
ence of the god of this world, and shielded by the grossest dark- 
nest! ‘Take up the map of North America. ‘T’race the range of 
the “ everlasting hills’ which divide the waters that roll to the 
Atlantic from those that discharge themselves into the gulf of 
Mexico. One missionary is stationed there; more solitary than 
the eagle that builds upon their rocks. From thence look south- 
Ward upon the vast extent of country inhabited by the Cherokees, 
Vreeks, Chickasaws, and Choctaws, and one or two may be dis- 
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228 Address of the Baptist, &e. 

covered shining like stars amid the general gloom. ‘Then extend 
your view across the Mississippi, to the town of St. Louis, two 
missionaries have fixed themselves there. But follow this river jp 
fits course for thousands of miles; trace its mighty tributary streams, 
and you will find its banks lined with tribes of Indians, almost ag 
ignorant of the God who made them, as the animals on which they 
éubsist. When shall these “ floods clap their hands?" when shajj 
these valleys sing, and the mountains repeat the joyful sound of 
salvation? Can such mighty effects be produced by the efforts of 
évo men, however pure their aims, however unwearied their exer. 
tious ? . : 

We repeat it, the work is but in its commencement. Those self. 
denying men, who, confiding in the promises of God, and the fide. 
lity of his friends, have gone forth to their glorious task, must be 
ably supported. For success in their endeavors, they look to Him 
whose privilege alone it is to make darkness light, and raise the 
dead to eternal life; but for the means which shall enable them un 
ceasinyly to persevere in their labors, they look to us. And who 
will reiuse “ a cup of cold water’’ to the disciple of his Lord when 
fainting with the extremity of toil? Let us rather say, who will 
not count it a happiness, for which he is bound to give thanks to 
the Father of mercies, that an opportunity is afforded of participa- 
ting in that noble design which invites the contemplation, and en 
gages the attention of the happy spirits, who “ are sent forth ta 
minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation 2?” 

There is one circumstance which the Board is particularly dea- 
rous of impressing upon the mind of every friend of humanity. Que 
British brethren ia India have found, by the experience of more 
than twenty years, that “ civilization and salvation go hand in 
hand.” And if this be true respecting a people io some degree en- 
lightened, it obtains with a ten fold consideration, when applied to 
the aborigines of our country, destitute of a written language, and 
every art of cultivated life. It follows, that schools must be estab- 
lished, if we would do them any real and permanent service; and 
an additional expense proportionate to these objects must en 
sue. But let not any one be discouraged on this account. By 
teaching them to read, and placing in their hands the word of God, 
which by the power of his Spirit, is able to make them wise unto 
salvation, we shall greatly prepare the way of the Lord, and facil- 
itate the progress of his missionary servants. It is but following 
the bright path, that marks the progress of redeeming love on the 
fields of Europe, and the extensive plains of Asia. By this method, 
such as were ready to perish, even in lands where the gospel had 
Jong been known, have been nourished with the bread of life. By 
this method, the heavenly manna distils upon the wilds of Tartary- 
And it is by disseminating religious tracts, and such portions of the 
Scripture as they have, in the short period of their residence 
Rangoon, heen able to translate iato the Burman language, and 
publish, that our beloved brethren there are diffusing the knowledge 
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yf God with success; and -their hearts are gladdened with inquiries 
for ‘ more Of this sort of writing.” 

Brethren of our own denomiuation! brethren in Christ, and 
friends of humanity of every name! whilst thus we press upon you 
the mighty objects yet to be attained, we are not unmindful of what 

ou have already done. We thank you, from our hearts we thank 
you, for the liberal support you have afforded in the common cause 
of our Master; and we feel a pleasure in reflecting that our thanks 
are the least recompense that shall be given to every one who thus 
: serves him. If we have “ used boldness” in urging upon you the 
necessities of ever increased exertions, it is because we are sensi- 
ble, that such only can be crowned with success. We ask uot your 
gold or silver for our own purposes, but for His who is Lord of both. 
Our missionaries, content with what may subserve the ordinary sup- 
port and decencies of life, prefer to ali the charms of wealth, the 
privations which their duties impose, and find their comforts in the 
consolations of Christ....-their luxuries in doing good. There is, 
indeed, one subject upon which they are imporiunate, and we can- 
not but request your attention to it. Their constant cry is, “ Pray 
or us.” This duty a Lazarus may fulfil; and even the most wealthy 
will find themselves enriched by the exercise. ‘hey who cast their 
bread upon the waters, shall fiad it after many days, but the de- 
yout supplication ef the pure in heart, of itself diffuses the joys of 
heaven through the bosom of man. We close our address with the 
wish, that in this, as in every good word and work, you may con- 
tinue to abound; and that all engaged in the glorious eaterprize 
of extending the empire of the Redeemer, may realize the prayer 
of Moses, the man of God.....“« Let thy work appear unto thy ser- 
yants, and thy glory unto their children. And let the beauty of 
ihe Lord our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of ous 
bands: yea, the werk of our hands establish thou it.” 
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BURMAN MISSION. 


MR. JUDSON’S TRACT. 


Lhe following ‘Vract in Burman and English, needs no other re- 
mark than, that the Burman is the original, and the English a 
translation. ‘This may apologise for the inelegance or uncom. 
monness of some of the phrases in English, the version being 
made as literal as possible. A. JUDSON. 


__ Tere is one Being who exists eternally; who is exempt from 
ckness, old age and death; who was, and is, and will be, without 
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beginning and without end. Beside this, the true God, there is ng 
other God. ‘The true God is diverse from all other beings. Upj. 
ting three in one, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Ghost, these three are one God. God is a Spirit,without bodily aaa 
Although omnipresent, it is above the heavens that He clearly dis. 
covers His glory. His power and wisdom are infinite. He is pure 
and good, and possessed of everlasting felicity. Before this world 
was made, God remained happy, surrounded by the pure and 
incorporeal sons of heaven. In order to display His perfections, 
and make creatures happy, God created the heavens, the sun, moon 
and all the stars, the earth, the varicus kinds of brute creatures, and 
man. The first man and woman, af their original creation, were 
not liable to sickness or death; they were exempt from every kind 
of evil; and their mind was upright and pure. Afterwards, because 
by violating the command of God, they transgressed against thelr 
Benefactor, the sum of all perfections, beyond compare, the light of 
the divine countenance disappeared ; and those two, together with 
all their posterity became darkened, and unclean, and wicked; they 
became subject in the present state, to sickness, death and all other 
evils; they became deserving of suffering, in the future state, the 
dreadful punishment of hell. Abeve four thousand years after man- 
kind was thus destroyed, God, being moved with compassion for 
man involved in misery, sent to the earth, the abode of man, 
God the Son, the second yadana among the three yadanas 
fany thing superlatively excellent—In the present application, it 
conveys no additional idea; but is requisite in Burman to the in- 
telligibility of the sentence.| ‘The circumstances of his being 
sent were thus:—God the Son, uniting the divine and the human 
natures, without destroying or confounding them, in the land of 1Js- 
rael and country of Judea, in the womb of a virgin, was conceived 
by the divine power, and was born. This God-man, who is named 
Jesus Christ, being man, endured in our stead, severe sufier- 
ings and death, the punishment due to our sins; and being God, is 
able by virtue of baving endured those sufferings, to deliver all his 
disciples from the punishment of hell, redeeming them with his own 
life, and to instate them in heaven. On the third day after Jesus 
Christ suffered death, his soul re-entered his body, and he lived a- 
gaiu. For the space of forty days he remained giving instruction to 
his disciples, after which he commissioned them thus—* Go ye into 
all countries on earth, and proclaim the glad news to ajl men. He 
that believeth ia me and is baptized, shall be saved; he that be- 
Jieveth not shall be damned, or shall suffer encless punishment in 
hell.”’ ‘'hen in the presence of many of his disciples, he ascended fo 
heaven, and took up his abode in the plece where God displays his 
glory. According to the final command of Jesus Christ, his disc? 
ples beginning with Judea, travelled about through various coun- 
tries and kingdoms, and proclaimed the glad news; and many be- 
hieved). and hecame disciples of Jesus Christ. The true religion 
aftewards spread into the countries of the weet; and now to ‘this : 
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¢ountry of Burmah, among the countries of the east, a teacher of 
religion, from the couatry of America, has arrived, and is beginning 
to proclaim the glad news. About one or two hundred years hence, 
the religion of Boodh, of Brahma, of Mahomet, and of Rome, to- 
gether with all other false religions, will disappear and be lost, and 
the religion of Christ will pervade the whole world; all quarrels 
and wars will cease, and ali the tribes of man will be like a band 
of mutually loving brothers. [Exp or Part I. 


A disciple of Jesus Christ is one that is born again; the meaning 
of which is, that the old nature, which is successively inherited 
from the first man and woman, begins to be destroyed; and the 
new nature, which is implanted by the Holy Spirit, is obtained.— 
The unrenewed man loves himseli supremely, and seeks his own 
private interest. ‘I'he renewed man loves the true God supremely, 
and desires that the divine glory may be promoted. He loves alk 
others as himself, and seeks their interest as his own, The desire 
of the unrenewed man is to enjoy sensual pleasure, worldly wealth, 
fame and power. ‘I'he renewed man contemns sensual pleasure, 
&c. His desire is to be pure in mind, to be repiete with grace, | 
io be useful to others, to promote the glory of Ged, and to enjoy 
the pure and perpetual happiness of heaven. ‘The unrenewed man, 
influenced by pride, hates the humbling religion of Jesus Christ. 
When seized with alarm, he endeavors to perform meritorious 
deeds, in order to make atonement for his sins, and obtain salva- 
tion. ‘I'he renewed man, Kknowipg surely, that man having sin- 
ned agaiust God, and contracted great guilt, cannot perform meri- 
torious deeds, firmly fixes in his mind, that it is on account of the 
Giod-man, Jesus Christ alone, that sin can be expiated, and the 
happiness of heaven obtained ; and therefore, through supreme leve 
to Jesus Christ, and a desire to do his will, endeavors to avoid evil 
deeds, and to perform good deeds only, aceording (o the divine 
commands. Sometimes, when through the assaults of the remaining 


. old nature, he slides and transgresses the divine commands, he re- 


pents that he has sinned against his superlatively excellent and 
lovely Lord, and trusting only in the death of Christ, he humbly 
confesses the sin he has committed, and begs pardon of God. He 
who is unrenewed, and therefore is not a disciple of Christ, in the 
preseat life, obtains no true wisdom; kis sins are numerous and 
heavy. And because he has no regard to the Lord, who can de- 
liver from sin, he will, in the present life, obtain no refuge or rest- 
ing place ; but soul and body will fall into hell, as his sins deserve ; 
and having transgressed against an eternal God, he must accord- 
ingly for ever suffer eternal misery. He who is renewed, and be- 
comes a disciple of Jesus Christ, in the present life, is acquainted 
wiih true wisdom, and attains the state of a Thautahpan [one that 
has acquired a new and excellent nature, which will izsue in final 
talvaiion.| And when he changes worlds, his soul having obtained. ° 
the pardon of sin through the death of Christ, will, through the 
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grace of God, enter into the divine presence. The body alse, 
theugh it be burnt with fire, or consumed in the earth, and thus 
Siaeved for a time, will, at the end of the world, by the pone; 
of God, with whom nothing is impossible, live again; and thus soy} 
and body united, will for ever enjoy eterna! happiness in the prey 
ence of God. [END or Parr Il, 


“The commands of Jesus Christ are as follows :—Repent, or he 
changed in mind; that is, extirpate the old nature and cultivate 
the new. Have faith in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Love 
God supremely. ‘Love others as yourself. Set not your heart op 
worldly goods and riches: but look forward to, and long for those 
riches which are free from defilement, and eternal in the heavens, 
Suppress haughtiness, pride and insolence ; and cherish an humble, 
meek and lowly mind. Return not evil for evil; but have a dispo- 
sition to forgive the faults of others, and to bear injury with patience, 
Love your enemies, and pray for them. Be compassionate to the 
poor and needy, and give alms. Covet not the property of oth. 
ers; therefore take not by violence; steal not; delraud not ie 
trade, trespass in no manuer on the property of others. Speak 
no falsehood. Bear not false witness. Without being invested 
with governmentai authority, take not the life of man. Drink not 
fintoxieating liquor to excésa. Despise not marriage, whether of 2 
teacher of religion, a ruler or a private person. Beside your own 
dushanid or wife, have no desire for any other man or woman. Honor 
parents, and willingly assist and support them, aceording io your 
ability. Listen reverenfly to the instructions of religious teachers, 
and make offerings for their support. In regard to rulers, whether 
disciples of Christ or not, honor them, pay them tribute, pray for 
them, and obey their lawful commands. Pray to Ged always. On 
the first day in seven, assemble to worship God, and hear his word. 
On becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ, receive Baptism in water. 
A ‘terwards in memory of his flesh and bloud, which he gave for 
the sake of his disciples, reverently, from time to time, eat bread 
and drink wine. Use all diligence, that your relations and neigh- 
bors, and countrymen, who are not disciples of Christ, may be con 
verted. With a compassionate mind, use all diligence that the 
inhabitants of towns, and countries and kingdoms, that are im dark 
ness, not having obtained the light of the knevriedgze of the true 


ts. . . . . . ¢ 
God, may become disciples of Christ, I'he above are commands 0° 


Jesus Christ. [Enp or Part [iI. 


The teacher who composed this writing, seeing the great evil 
which is coming on the Burmans left bis own country from com- 
‘passion; and from an immense distance, has arrived by ship, to 
this, the country of Burmah. He desires neither fame nor riches 
Offerings and gifts he seeks not. The disciples of Christ, in his 
own country, moved with compassion for the Burmans, make offer- 
ings suficient for his use. He bas no other motive but this; being 
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a disciple of Christ, and therefore seeking the good of others, as. 
bis own, he has come, and is laboring that the Burmans may be 
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er saved from the dreadful punishment of hell, and enjoy the bappi- 

ul ness of heaven. 

re in the year of Christ, 1816: in the Burman year, 1178; in the ' 
967th day of the lord of the Saddan elephant, and master of the 
Sakyah weapon; and iu the 33d year of his reign; in the division 

Pasheo ; on ‘Tuesday, the 12th day of the wane of the moon Wash- 

te oung, after the double beat, this writing, entitied The Way io Hea- 

e yen, Was finished. May the reader obtain light. Amen. 

ye 
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: LETTER FROM MRS. JUDSON, 

» SS 

P. tres 

e [We are indebted to a pious Lady of this vicinity (says the Amer, 

; jean Baptist Magazine,) for the following Extract of a Letter from 

: Mrs. Judson, dated Rangoon, Aug. 20, 1817.] 

{ 

; Dear Mary, 

‘ Wuen I left my native ceuntry, my anguish was mitigated, my 

, tears were dried by the consideration that { there left many conge- 

. nial souls, who, though prevented accompanying me, would assist 

' me by their prayers, encourage and animate me by their letters, 

' and keep alive the missionary spark in my soul, by their constant 

assurances that I was not alone, but at al] times aided and supported 

' by them. Do you not sometimes remember those solemn meetings 

when you, with others, commended me so affectionately to the care 


of our heavenly Father ? When you so often assured me you would 
never forget to pray for me, would never cease to encourage me by 
your letfers 7—-No, you have mot forgotien those seasons; you have 
? not forgo{ten to pray for me. 
| It is now four years that we have resided in this country; and 
though no Burman has renounced idolatry and embraced ihe reli- 
gion of Christ, yet the seed is beginning to be scattered in a still, 
quiet Way, Which may spring up and bear /ruit in some future time: 
Burmale presents a field for vast unbounded usefulness! But neither 
, revelation, nor the experience of ages. warrant us to expect imme- 
diate suceess. What nation has changed their gods in a day? 
What nation so far advanced in civilization as the Burman, has re- 
nounced their system of religion at the first mention of a new one ? 
We are not to look for miracles, but we are warranted to expect 
ihe accomplishment of those ends, which God in his wise provi- 
dence has connected with a steady, persevering use of means.— 
We are firmly persuaded that the country ef Burmah will eventu- 
aly become Christian—that the way is now preparing ; the seed 
Bb 
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sowing; but how long before the harvest will be ripe, we leave {o, 
God to determine. 


it has been Mr. Judson’s ohject to get well grounded in the lap. 
guage, and to cdo some preparatgry work for the benefit of future 
iniscionaries, before he made a formal disclosure of his design to 
the king. We have not by any means taken pains to keep our 
object secret ; ov the conirary, we have improved every opporty. 
nity to communicate religious truths to those Burmans who haye 
visited at the miseion-house. ‘Lhis we have considered as the 
path of present duty. Since Mr. Bough’ arrival, he has: printed 
a tract of consideravle length, being a view of the Christian Relj. 
gion, which Mr. Judson had previously composed ; and also, a smal} 
Catechism tor children, and Maithew’s gospel. These are in cir. 
culation, and are well undersiood by these who read them. Many 
have called at the mission house to inquire more particularly into 
the new religion. But we have frequently discovered in these en. 
quirers a fear lest others should discover their inclination to en 
quire. Sometimes, when two or three intimate friends have been 
seriously engaged in conversing on religious subjects, if others, 
with whom they were not acquainted, called at the same time, they 
would be silent and take their leave. ‘his makes us feel the im 
portance of trying to obtain the patronage of government. Ina 
tew months, Mr. Judson will complete a Dictionary of the Burman 
Janguage ; after which, he will perhaps go up to Ava, the residence 
of the king. O my dear Mary, if we were convinced of the impor 
tance of missions before we left our native country, we now see and 
fecl their importance, as well as their practicability! We could 
then picture {o ourselves the miserable situation of heathen nz 
tions, but we now see a whole populous empire rational and 
mortal like ourselves, sunk in the grossest idolatry, given up (0 
follow the wicked inclinations of their depraved hearts, entirely 
destitute of any moral principle, or the least spark of true benev- 
elence. Let the pleaders of the native innocence and purity of 
heathen nations, visit Burmah. Their system of religion has 10 
power over the heart, or restraint on the passions. T hough it for- 
bids. on pain of many years suffering in hell, theft and falsehood, 
yet L presume to say, there is not a single Burman in the coun'ry, 
who, if he had a good opportunity, without danger of detectios, 
would hesitate to do either. Though their religion inculcates be 
nevolence, tenderness, forgiveness of injuries, and love of enemies 
—thengh it forbids sens suality, love of pleasure, and attachment © 
worldly objects, yet it is destitute of power to produce the former, 
or subdue the latter in its votaries. In short. the Burman syste" 
of religion is like an alabaster image, perfect and beautiful ip all 
its parts, but destitute of life. Beside being destitute of life, it pm 
vides no atonement for sin. Here also, the gospel triumphs er 
this and every other religion in the world. This is the grand dt 
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frence,—this makes the gospel good news indeed, to the heavy 
laden, sin sick soul. O my dear Mary, how precious does Christ 
appear, When coriversing with these Burmans, and how one longs 
to open their blind eyes, that they may behold his preciousness ! 
But this is the prerogative of God alone; and if he has any dear 
children here, any chosen ouves, whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of lile from the foundation of the world, he will open 
their eyes, he will shew them hia glory, he will compel them to 
come in. How interested would you be, could you meet with my 
little society of females on the sabbath. Interested I say,—yes, 
you would be interested if it was only ffom this eireumstance, that 
these poor idolaters enjoy the means of grace, and sit uader the 
sound of the gospel. 1 have generally fifteen ortwenty. ‘They 
are attentive while I read the scriptures, and endeavor to teach 
them about God. One of them told me the other day, that she 
would not think of giving up a religion which her parents, her 
grand pareuts, &c. &c. had embraced, and accepting a new one of 
which they had never heard. I asked her if she wished to go to 
hell, because her progenitors had gone there? She replied, il, 
with all her offerings and good works on her head, (speaking in 
their idiom) she must go to hell, then let her go. I told her if she 
went to hell, after having heard of the Saviour, her very relations 
would contribute to torment and upbraid her, for her rejection of 
that Saviour of whom they had never heard, and that even she her- 
self would regret her folly when it was too late. If I do, said she, 
I will then cry out to you to be my intercessor with your God, who 
will certainly not refuse you. Another told me, that she did be- 
lieve in Christ, and prayed to him every day. I asked her if she 
also believed in Gaudma, and prayed to him. She replied, she wor- 
shipped them both, I have several times had my hopes and expec- 

tations raised Dy the apparent seriousness of several females, as Mr. 

Judson has in regard to several men. But their goodness was like 

ithe morning cloud and early dew, which soon passeth away. Four 

or five children have commiited the Catechism to memory, and 

often repeat it to each other. 


_ [have heard of your happy connexion with the excellent Mr. 
C——, and rejoice in your felicity. How delightful your situationt 
How enchanting the prospect which your elegant house commands, 
and how refined the society which you enjoy! How great the con- 
trast between your situation and mize! Yet, in point of conjugal 
felicity, and solid happiness, I am not disposed to yield you the 
palm. itis not the comforts, the elegancies and luxuries of life; 
Which make us happy; this you eae testily by experience. ‘There- 
fore, dear Mary, 1 fee! assured that your elegant situation will not 
sensibly affect you—ihat your happiness has a more solid, a firme? 
foundation than earthly prosperity. 
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Help me to live near to God, and forget my former enjoyment 
by your frequent and long letters. Pray much for us, for we know 
f not the trials and distresses which await us. 

f Believe me, my dear Mary, 
: Your sincerely affectionate, 


NANCY JUDSON. 








LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


‘ —_—- 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


We have just received a letter from Mr. Ebner, missionary ty 
the Kraal of Africaner in Great Namaqualand, dated October 2th, 
3817, at Capedown, where he had come on business; in which he 
states that the converts continue to be attached to the gospel, and 
to him as their teacher. 

I: his examination of some who were applying for baptism, he 
relates some of their expressions: One said, ‘‘ If we will becone 
ehildren of God we must believe on God's Son, though we canzot 
see him.” Another said, “ Because Jesus has delivered us, by suf 
fering death in our place, # is ovr duty to give ourselves to him, 
soul and body, to live for him and serve him.” “ We should no 
deliver (said anether) our only zon to our enemies to be persecuted 
and crucified by them —but God did so with his son for our sake. 
Another said, “ My sin that 1 committed in my youth makes me 
to weep bitterly, to be sorrowful, and also the sins i daily commit, 
but I feel joy along with my sorrow. ‘lill now, I have only pray- 
ed wiih my mouth and lips, but now I pray to Him, with e! 
my heart.” , 





























OTAHBEITE. 


Strict Observation of the Lord’s Day. 


Br. Rowraxp Hassat, of Paramatta, New South Wales, ez 
pressing. in a letier to the Rev. Mr. B. in London, his delight ™ 
‘ the success of the missionaries, and his conviction that the work 3 

of God, mentions, @3 one proof of it, the remarkable aftentiet 
which the inhabitants of Otaheite, as a body, pay to the Christus 
Sabbath. 

“When my friend, Mr. Crook, with his family, arrived on th 
coast of Otaheite, in the brig Active, they were much surpric* 
thet not a sincle native could be seen along all the shore, as the 
vessel sailed: ner could they pereeive any smoke arising from t** 
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dwellings. ‘bis excited in the mind of Mr. Crook, and others, a 
painful suspicion that the island had been subdued, and all the in- 
habitants cut off in the wars. 

‘‘In the midst of this azitation of mind one of the satlors, an Ota- 
heitan, who Jeft Port Jackson in the Active, observed that the na- 
fives were keeping the Sabbath-day—that of late, they did n0 kind 
of work—nor cooked any victualse—nor went cut of their houses, 
except to worship God—and that the whole of the day was em- 
ployed either in religious wership, or in teaching one another to 
read. 7 

« At length, the vessel came to anchor in Matavia Bay; but not 
a native made his appearance until Alonday morning ; when great 
numbers repaired to the brig, bringing with them their usuat testi- 
monies of hospitality, of food, and fruit of all kinds—with other 
presents of cloth, &c. &c. &c. being highly pleased and thankful 
to God, that he bad sent enother teacher among them; and thus ful- 
ly satisfying all on board that they had been keeping the Sabbath, 
zs before expressed. 

“ Thus yeu see, that it is not a few individuals who are turned 
to the Lord, but comparatively speaking, the whole nation. W ben 
you reflect on this anecdote, and compare the conduct of these O- 
taheitans with that of numbers even in the churches and conzgre- 
gations in and about London, you will be ready to say, that the 
poor heathen are taken into fellowship with Christ, whilst the cbi!- 
dren of the kingdom are cast out.” 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Bicxnett, Eimeo, 
dated 12th August, 1816, to the Rev. Mr. Weston, 
Sherborn. 


Dear Sir, 

Bless God with us, because he hath done great things for the 
people among whom we iabor. At length, superstition and idela- 
try are done away, and the Areoi Society is also at an end. Their 
gods are burnt in the fire, and their children are saved fram death. 
You know, that where the gospel comes with power, it always 
works a change for the better in man— 


“ Blessings abound where’er He reigas, 
And all the sons of want are blest.” 


I have lately heen twice reund this is!and, preaching the gospel, 
and have just returned from a preaching tour round Taieiie— 
There are about 700 people on the island, who have embraced the 
gespei, beside about 500 who are with us. In every district they 
have built a place of worship. in which they’ have prayer thrice 


every Sabbath day, and once every Wednesday. Almost ever 
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house has family worship daily, and most of the people retire for 
private worship (in the bushes) twice, and some three times a-day, 

At 'Taheite, there are about 3000 who are turned from idols, and 
who now call Jehovah their God. ‘They have built about fifty 
places of worship, in which they pray as they do here, ‘They 
teach each other to read and write, and they learn very quickly, 
Many teach ethers the Catechism. The king writes better than 
any of us. 

At Husheine, Raiatea, and Borohoro, we believe there are near. 
ly 4,000 people who embrace the Christian religion, although they 
have no instruction at present except by the books which we send 
them. ‘They are frequently sending messages to us, requesting us 
to come and teach them. 


eee 





[From the American Baplist Magazine. | 


IMPROPRIETY OF LONG PRAYERS. 


Prayer isa very important Christian duty ; and it is important 
to know in what manner, it ought to be performed. ‘To the scrip- 
tures we must appeal as the the only standard. They alone can 
inform us how our prayers can be acceptable. Notwithstanding 
the many excellent treatises en this subject, 1 know of no one 
which bas examined the scriptures to ascertain the form and style 
of prayer. ‘There are many examples we may reasonably suppose, 
fer come purpose—for our imitation. 


For several years, my mind has heen led to meditate on this sub- 
ject, tho’ [ have not til the present moment commeucee the pleasing 
task. Soon after | embraced the truth, I found some incenvenience 
in uniting with others in prayer; because | could not, for eo long @ 
time as the prayer continued, keep my mind fixed upon the subject. 
Wandering thoughts would be continually crowding iuto the mind, 
and destroy the solemnity, and make me forget the duty in which 
I was engaged. I presumed, that no other Christian was afflicted 
in this manser; and therefore, for a long time, did not dare to 
mention my feelings. But afterwards found that these trials 
were common to Christians. One eause, to which they may be at- 
tributed, is the length of time, employed in prayer. Sume con- 
tinue this exercise half an hour; and others longer. During this 
period, the body is fatigued with standing or kneeling; the mind 
is weary with being fixed on one subject, the solemnity is gone, the 
duty becomes irksome; aud all the religious pleasure, attending the 
worship of God, is lost in a mistaken zeal for his service. 

J would not undertake to say, that the length of prayers. is the 
or'y cause of these feelings. Others, without much difficulty, 
night be mentioned; as the depravity of the heart; the temptations 
@{ Satan and the cares of the world. But it would not be tc? 
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much to say, that the length of prayers, is one of the greatest cau- 
ses. It is always painful to keep the mind for a long time, fixed 
on one object. And if it be even so necessary and scriptural, 
to make loug prayers, the practice will be attended with inconven- 
jence and pain. In the closet, when the mind is engaged alone, the 
difficulty is not so great. But wheo united with another in pray- 
er, the mind must be fixed on each petition as it is expressed by 
the speaker; or we do not unite in the exercise. It is a great mis- 
tuke into which some people fall, that when they attemnt this duty, 
they must pray for many things, and almost every thing which they 
can thi:k of. And those who can pray half an hour, or more, are 
said to have the gift of prayer. Ministers set the example and 
others imitate them. Thus one of the highest pleasures of the 
Christian, and one of the greatest blessings which Heaven can be- 
stow, is rendered tedious and irksome, and sometimes exceediagly 
disgzustful. 

When a person commences prayer, who is in the habit of con- 
tinuing the exercise for a long time, believing it to be impossible 
to follow him through, we soon begin to grow weary. Whereas, if 
we had the impression at first, that the prayer would be short, we 
sbould make a greater exertion to keep up the attention through 
the whole. 


Long prayers are certainly unscriptural. Christ says of the Phar- 
isees, that they make long prayers, an] shall receive the greater 
condemnation. He aiso directs his disciples not to use vain repe- 
titions as the heathen do; for they think they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. But though long prayers are comlemned, 
the question may arise, what is a long prayer? is it half an hour 
or more? ‘This question must be decided by relerring to the 
scripture examples. Exclusive of the Psalms, which have more 
the nature of poems than prayers, the whole number recorded is 
55. The longest one was offered by the Levitee in the days of 
Nehemiah; and might be distinctly prouounced in 8 or 10 minutes. 
Solomon’s at the dedication of the temple is a little shorter. Be- 
sides these, there are 5 from 4 t» 2 minutes in length; $ from 
2 to 1 minute; aud 39 from 1 minute to 2 seconds.* 





* Genesis xvii. 18—Genesis xxiv. 12—141—Genesis xxxii. 9— 
12, Exodus xxxii. 11—13 and 31, 32—Exodus xxxiii. 12—is— 
Exodus xxxiv. 9—Numbhers xii. 13—Numbers xiv. 13—19—Num. 
xvi. 15 & 23—Deuteronomy iii. 24. 25—Deut. ix. 26—29—Juoshua 
Vil. 7—9—Judges vi. 36-—40—I Samuel i 11—I Samuel! ii. 1—10. 
I Samuel ii. 1-10—f Samuel xxiii. 10-12—IIf Samuel rii. 18-29 
—Il Samuel xv. 31—I Kinga vii. 22-53—I1 Kings xviii 36, 37— 
Il Kings vi. 17-20—IL Kings 19. 15-19—-II Kings 20.3—I Chr. 
4.10—I Chronicles 29. 10-19—II Chronieles 14. 1i—!IL Chroni- 
€les 20, 6-12—Lzra 9. 6-]15—Nehemiah-!. 5-]1—Nehemiah 4.45 
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The prayer which was made by the apostles, when one of theiy 
number was selected to fill the place of Judas is on record. If such 
an event were to take place at the present day, it would not be 
thought improper to pray halfan hour. But the one used on that 
occasion might be repeated in less than a minute. “ Thou, Lord, 
which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two 
thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this ministry and apos. 
tleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that be might go 
to his own place.” This prayer is appropriate; containing alk 
that is necessary. Why was it recorded, unless for our exam. 
ple? and how can we, with a clear conscience, deviate so much 
from the apostolic practice ? | 

This subjeet seems not fo have been sufiiciently examined by 
the Christian world. Tbe prayers of the Bible are very appro. 
priate; they contain nothing, which does not belong to the oc- 
easion. But the prayers ef the present day, contain a little of 
every thing. Let the letters of the alphabet represent the seve- 
ral things, for which we wish to pray at any time. Then if we 
design to to pray for N or 't, instead of confining ourselves to 
that particular thing, we should, according to the present style, 
bevin at A, and go on in a regular course till we come to N 
er ‘T'; and then, perhaps, finish the alphabet. Whereas, according 
to the seripture mode, If we wished fo pray for one letter, we 
should confine ourselves to that ouly. This{ practice would make 
our prayers brief, and prevent those disagreeable feelings, which 
we so often have when uniting in prayer. 

Seme persons are very formal in their prayers: others study an 
affected variety. Both of these plaas are unpleasant. and unscrip- 
tural; and are principally owing to the improper length of prayers. 

If they were short and suited to the occasion, there would be as 
great a variety as the eccurrences which produced them; and sei- 
ther formelity, nor an affected variety would be necessary. In 
fact, until we return to the scripture standard, we shall never 
enjoy that satisfaction in this important duty, which we bave rea- 
son to suppose was felt in primitive times; and which is so ne- 
cessary for our comflort, and henpiness. 

Let ministers study this subject; conform their practice to the 
ecriptere examples; and explain the duty fully to their hearers. 
Let Christians adopt the practice recommended, and our prayer 
meetings will hecome increasingly pleasant; and in the prayers 
on public occasions, the assembly will feel an interest and pleas- 
ure, of which at present they have no conce>tion. ral’ 2. 





—_— 


—Nehemiah 6. 9 and i4A—Nehemiah 9. 5-38—Nehemiah 13. 14, 
29, 31—Job 40. 4, 5—Job 45. 2, 6—Jeremiah 1. 6—Jeremiah 4.10 
—Jeremiah 14. 7-9—Jeremiah 32. 17-25—Daniel 9. 4-19—Jor23 
2. 2-9— Hahakkuk 1. .12-17—Habakkuk 2. 2-19—Matthew 6. 9 
14—Luke i0. 21, 22—Luke 23. 24—John 17. 1-26—Acts 1. 24, 22 
—Acts 4. 2i—59, 
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" BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

at seman | as 

d, Extract from the Speech of W.T. Money, Esq. M. P. 

0 at the Thirteenth Anniversary. 

. « What sort of abominations the Christian religion has to over- 

wl come, (and which, by the divine blessing on this society, it will 

‘ certainly cvercome,) will sufficiently appear from the following 

f act. 

h “ About ten or twelve miles from Poonah, there is a being, im- 
piously styled the living God; I went to see it; and I found it to 

F be an ignorant and pampered youth of fourteen or ‘fifteen, apparently 


in a state of idiocy, and surrounded by votaries, paying bim adora- 
tion. His history is briefly this:—About a hundred and seventy 
years ago, a Bralimin, of some consequence, said, that he had been 
informed, in a vision, that there should be seven incarnations of the 
Deity in bis family: the promised number having concluded their 
mortal state of existence, the people interested in the farce set up 
. a supernumerary, which was the boy | saw; and when asked if 
: this did not exeeed the number originally promised, they uvblush- 
ingly said it was very true, but added it was a proof only that God 
could do more than he promised. 

“ A circumstance also occurred in my own family, so apposite 
and striking, that 1 hope it may be allowable to relate it. 

“ Between two and three years ago, I went from Bombay into 
the Muhratta country, for the health of my family; and we encam- 
ped in the bosom of a beautiful grove at Lavocely, about thirty 
niles from Poonah. One day, as our little girl, not three years old, 
was walking through the grove with her native servaut, they ap- 
proached an ancient and deserted Hindoo temple; the man, 
quitting the little child, stepped aside, and immediately paid his 
adoration to a stone Ball, that was seated at the door of the tem- 
ple. Wheo he returned, the following dialogue took place between 
them:—* Saumy, what for you do that?)—* Oh, Missy, that my 
god.’"—* Your god—why yout god a stone—your god no ean see— 
no can heer—no ean move—my God see every thing—my God 
make you—make me—make every thing.’ 

“ We remained at this sequestered placesfor four months, and the 
scene I have described was frequently repeated. Saumy never +” * 
failed to repair to the temple and the dear child never failed to rebuke 
him for his idolatry. He became, notwithstanding, very much at- ©’ 
lached to her; and when he thoucht she was going to Europe, he 
said to her, ‘ What will poor Saumy do when Missy go to England ? 
—Saumy no father, no mother.’. She instantly replied, ‘ Oh, Sau- 
my, if you love my God, he will be your Father and Nother too.” 

“'The old man, with tears in his eyes, promis sed to love her God. 
Then,” said she, ‘ you must learn my prayers.’ And she taught 

Ge 
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him the Lord’s Prayer, the Belief, and her morning and eveniy- 
Hymns. And, one morning, when we were assembled to family 
worship, Saumy, of his own accord, quite unexpected, came into 
the room, took his turban from his head, laid it on the floor, anu, 
kneeling down, audibly repeated alter me the Lord’s Prayer,— 
From thenceforward there was a visible ehange in his whole eop. 
dact, particularly in his regard for truth. He became anxious ty 
learn English, that he might read the Bible, and, ina little time, 
he acconlisket the task. But I fear I am trespassing on that 
indulgence which I ought net to abuse; I shall therefore cop. 
elude, by submitting the motion which I hold in my hand.” 


owe see 
_—_—- + 


Speech of the Rev. Dr. Thorpe. 


“ My lord, having stated to your lordship and the Meeting 
soniething of what has been done in Ireland, I cannot but beg your 
attention to the magnitude of the work which is still before us.— 
There have not yet been circulated in Ireland quite 300,000 copies 
of the Scriptures; and Jet me ask, What are 300,000 copies fora 
population not far short of six millions? ‘'here are millions of 
trishmen at this moment who have never seen a copy of the scrip- 
tures. Yes, my lord, from my own Knowledge I say it, there are 
millions in Ireland who have never seen a copy of the Scriptures; 
and there are many, very many, who have net heard of the Bible. 
in confirmation of this, I appeal to a fact in the last Report of the 
Sligo Branch of our Socrety. A poor man, nearly ninety-seven 
years of age, arrived lately at Sligo, in quest of a ‘l’estament in 
large print. ‘ I have,‘ (said the inquiring pauper.) ‘ lived ninety- 
six years without seeing, or ever hearing of such a Book; and 
now that I am on the brink of the grave, 1 wish to learn how I may 
be happy beyond it.’ This is not a solitary instance—multitudes io 
Ireland (as I stated before) have never seen the word of God—mul- 
titudes in Ireland have never ever heard, that the Bible is the word 
of God. — 

“ My lord, many of those who by their crimes‘in Ireland, haye 
been brought to a shameful end, and who, before their execution, 
received instruetion frem the Bible, have expressed their regret, 
that they were not ata more early period made acquainted with 
its sacred contents. ‘he notorious highwayman, Grant, who was 
Jately executed, never saw the Bible tiJ] he was placed in the cell 
from which he was taken to execution; and, after perusing it for 
some time, he said, ‘ Had I possessed a copy of this Book ten years 
ago, 1 shouki not have been here to-day’—and he spent his !ast 
moments in exborting the thousands around him to get a Bible 
without delay, and study it. 
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‘« Now, while Ireland is in such a state, what are we doing? 
—We are disputing whether we shall give the Bible or not? 
Whether it is rot a bad thing ?—What is the enemy doing? IL 
will tell you one thing; and let that be a sample of what other 
things he has done, and what he nmy do hereafter. ‘I'he enemy, 
aware that the people, being taught to read, must have some- 
thing to read, provided something for them; and in Dublin, 
within the last six months, a large edition of ‘ Paine’s Age of 
Reason’ was struck off for gratuitous distribution. ‘This is a posi- 
tive fact—it was siruck off, and it is at this moment, I believe, ia 
the course of distribution among the lower classes. 

“ My lord, this speaks volumes—it tells us what we should do; 
for, when we see the enemies of God and of truth so active, and 
successiul, we, in a better cause, ghould be equally active, that we 
may be equally successful.” 








+ aa 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


———— — 


JEWS IN RUSSIA. 

Ir is sfated in Mr. Paterson's journal while at Koslov, “ Sitting 
and musiog in my lodgings on the obstinacy of Mahomedans, and re- 
volving in my mind the best means to employ in order to induce 
them to receive the truth, in came a company of Jews, and sat 
down at my side, and entered into eonvergation with me on reli- 
gion. I spoke to them, & read portions of the N.’T'estament tothem. 
One of them opened a copy, aad read to his countrymen two or 
three chapters. He read it with ease, and earnestly requested that L 
should give itto him. I told him that it was the New Testament; 
that I had brought copies of it to give away to Mahomedans; and 
that I was afraid, though I should give it him, that he would not 
rewd it, as it contained the history of that Jesus whom their fore- 
fathers crucified, but whom we believed to be the promised Messi- 
ah, and the Saviour of the world. He said, that if I would only 
sive it to him he would read if, and stood as much in need of it as 
the Mahomedans did. His brethren made intercession for him, and 
said, ‘* We wish ourselves to learn what is contained in the New 
Testament.’ After some hesitation on my part, but anxiety on 
theirs, L thought it might be of advantage to the young man, and 
therefore gave it to him, and exhorted him to read it. No sooner 
had he received i it, than another Jew sat down beside me, and read 
the New Testament fluently, and insisted that I should give hima 
copy also. This Jew was from Bakcheserai, and informed me that 
he had sold Mr. Pinkerton a Tartar Bible in Hebrew characters 
for two hundred rubles. After a considerable deal of conversation, 
I gave him likewise a New Testament. Ue not only read it with 
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the greatest ease, but evidently understood what he read. He of- 
ered to sell me another ‘Tariar Bible; but as Mr. Pinkerton had 

already purchased a copy, I did not think it adviseable to buy ay. 
other. Several more Jews came forward, who could read Turkish, 
aud requesied New Testaments, but I was obliged to refuse them. 
One, however, who was peculiarly urgent, would not go away, 
and used many arguinents to induce me to give him one; but for a 
long while witbout effect, my whole stock being now teduced to 
eight copies. He at last said; “ Give me this book : it had been 
“good for me that 1 had never seen it, unless you give it me: if 
“may be of eternal advantage to me.” After such expressions, | 
could not withhold it from him any longer, but gave it to him as the 
word of God, and exhorted him to read it. There were more than 
twenty Jews in this company, and I conversed with them more 
than an hour. In the evening, several other Jews made applica- 
tion for books; but my stock heing so low I could not gratify their 
desire, but promised to get copies sent to them from Theodosia. [ 
could have given away many copies of ‘the Scripture to-day, and 
was sorry that | had sent the whole commission to Theodosia. 
‘he circulation of the ‘Tartar Testament among the Jews, did 
not indeed occur to me till I was actually among them, and saw 
their anxiety to possess the sacred volume. 

Next morning, a few more Jews came, and made enquiry about 
the coming of the Messiah. I pointed out to them the predictions 
of the prophets with regard to Christ, and particularly insisted on 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and ‘the passage in Daniel which 
says, the Messian shall be cut off. Mr. Paterson then gave them 
a summary account of the history of Christ, and dwelt particularly 
on the cessation of sacrifices among the Jews, concluding with sta- 
ting the resurrection of Christ, his ascension, and the certainty of 
his coming to judgment. When I had proceeded thus far, says he, 
the man from Bakcheserai, and a few more joined the company, and 
1 desired him to read to his countrymen the translation of the filfy- 
third chapter of Isaiah, contained in one of our tracts, which he 
immediately did. One or two of them appeared to be impressed 
with what was said, and expressed themselves that the Messiah 
was come, and that it was in vain to Jook for any other. 
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WESTERN MISSION. 
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Letter from Elder Joun M. Pecx, to one of the 
Editors, dated 
Dear Broraer, St. Louis, 16th July, 1818. 


Your letter, accompanied by the numbers of the “ Magazine,” 
came to hand a few days since, The same mail brought the affite- 
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ting intelligence of the death of my father. He died at his place 
of residence in Litchfield, (Conn.) May 17th, in the seventy-sixth 
year of bis age. 

For the interest ‘you take in my wellare, and the sympathy 
you express in relerence to my sickuess, I desire to be gratelul.— 
Sioce ny recovery, I have enjoyed a very good degree of health, 
though I find it necessary to relax a little in my efforts, as long as 
the bot season continues, lest I lay in my constitution the founda- 
tion of another illuess. In our missionary career i find the decla- 
ration of Solomon verified, (Eccl. vii. 14) that prosperity and ad- 
versily are set one over against the other. ‘Though we have trials, 
we are not disheartened. When I used to contemplate this mis- 
gion, before I engaged with the Board, I expected trials and disap- 
pointments from various sources. Satan never will permit an open 
assault to be made upor his kingdom, without a stout resistance. If 
is {rom various quarters we have to meet the foe, but in most in- 
stances God gives the victory. _ 

I have lately returned from a four into the interior, during which 
J visited several schools. For the want of suitable teachers, the 
schuols in this country, what few there are, are under most miser- 
able regulations. In a little time we mean to adopt a school sys- 
tem, alter the model of our brethren in India. O how I do wish, 
that some of our pious young brethren of the North, might find it 
in their bearts to visit this land of darkness in the capacity of 
teachers. If any in the circle of your acquaintance would be dis- 
posed to venture this way, with sufficient credentials of their quali- 
fications to teach a common English school, they may readily find 
employment and very good wages. We might now set up fifty 
schools in different parts of the country, if we had teachers. 

Our African Sunday school proves a valuable institution. I 
trust that a number of souls are already delivered from the slavery 
and dominion of sin, and made the Lord’s freedmen—that in the 
illimitable circles of endless existence they will look back with 
increasing delight on the Sabhath school, where the Holy Spirit 
first led them to see they were bound in chains, infinitely more 
cruel than the bondage of men, and directed their hearts to the 
Son of God, who makes “ free indeed.” Every Sunday brings forth 
some new case of conviction among these children of Ham. Nor 
is the blessed work confined to the slaves. A number of conver- 
sions have taken place among the whites in this village. Last 
evening, as I was standing on the bank of the Mississippi, a few 
yards back of my dwelling, contemplating the beauties of the 
moon in ifs reflection oa the waters, and meditating on the great- 
ness of that Being, from whose wisdom, power and goodness, all 
the beauties of creation derive their lustre, my attention was sud- 
denly arrested by the voice of praise and prayer in an adjoiuing 
dwelling. It was the master of the family, at the domestic altar, 
































































246 Letter from Elder John M. Peck. 
peaforming the devotions of the evening. And are the works oj 
mature great; the work of grace is far greater! Six months ago 
no family altar was there erected—from those lips, the voice of 
supplication and praize had never proceeded—the tabernacle of 
the Lord, and the sanctuary of his people afforded him uo satis. 
faction,—the gaming table was his delight—cards aud billiards his 
highest joy—the mingled shouts aad caths of his companions the 
delight of his soul. Sovereign g grace! /.re these the changes ef. 
fecied by thy influence? Thy eflicacious power can transform the 
gambler into the worthy citizen; and from the depths of buman de. 
pravity, raise and reform the mind of man to that of a holy ser. 
aph. ‘lhe glory of the full orbed moon, the lustre of the stars, 
and the sublime and beautiful prospect I had been viewing, grew 
dim and faded away in the sublimer glory of ithe blessed Gospel. 
Surely, thought I, if God is great io the exibition of nature, he is 
transcendantly great and glorious in the display of grace. 

I have had repeated interviews with Indians of different tribes, 
particularly with a band of the Yankstons, a branch of the Sioux, 
(pronounced Soc) uation. They came from more than one thou- 
sand miles up the Missouri. Brother Welch aad myself held a 
formal council with them a few weeks ago, relative to their 
receiving missionaries, schoolmasters, &c. They were quite friend- 
ly, and professed great willingness to receive teachers, saying, if 
their Grandfather (the President) should send us, their children 
wust attend school. ‘Ihree chiefs of this band called on my 
school one day, and tarried an hour or two. They were quite 
interested m heariug the scholars read. Sinee that they have 
frequently called at my house, ‘and by picking up a few words of 
their language, and by sigus, I have been able to converse with 
them on eommon subjects. They are quite different in manners, 
behaviour and language from the northern Indians. They believe 
in ove God, who created both white and red men, who governs 
the world, to whom we are amenable for our conduct, and who is 
the author of all good: they call him Wau-kun-da, or Farher of 
life. ‘They readily understood that we were Wau-kun-da’s chil- 
dren, and sent by him to teach men how to worship him. They 
professed themselves dark; said the cloud hung over them; but 
that if we came amongst them, Wau-kun-da would bless them, 
and cause the sun to shine ;—that they believed we were Washrta, 
that is, good, and that Wau-kun-da would bless us. 

A band of the Pawnees have visited St. Louis this season, 
about whom I have collected the following information. -The Paw- 
ness live in the upper country, betwixt the Missouri and Arkansas, 
and as high up as the river Platte. It has been denied by histori- 
~ ans, that the aborigines of North America ever offered human sa- 

erifices, but that the Pawnees do, is now past all doubt. ‘They 
worskip the planet Venus, which, in their language, they call “ the 
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ereat Star,” and to secure the favor of which, they offer human 
sacrifices. These are generally prisoners taken in war. There is 
now in St. Louis a Spanish boy, about ten years of age, who, 
they took prisoner last year, and were about to offer him. He was 
ransomed by M. Lisa, a citizen of this town, and a trader,amongst 
themr. who brought him to this place. Some time ago, this san- 
guinary baud took a Pado woman prisoner, and devoted her to the 
sacrince. As she was pregnant, the diabolical rite was put off till 
alter her delivery. As soon as she recovered from child-birth, she 
stole a horse and made her escape. Being obliged to leave her 
babe in the hands of these bloody idojaters, it was immediately 
trausfixed upon a sharp pole, and iu this situation, offered to their 
God! 

Christian! Canst thou read this affecting story, and not exert 
thyself to the utmost to send the Gospel and the blessings of civi- 
lization to these western idolaters? Parents—Mothers! Do you 
love your children ? Does the artless smile—the playful gestures 
of your infaat offspring, cause the thrill of joy to expand your 
bosoms ? And will you hear of thé miserable, degraded situation 
of the aborigines of your ceuntry, and not provide the meags to 
send missionaries amongst them ? 

‘here are three bauds of the Pawnee nation, residing but a 
féw miles apart. ‘Chey are distinguished by the French traders 
and others into Republican, Loup er Wolf, and Bigstep Pawnees. 
‘he Wolf Pawnees are the only band who offer human sacrifices 
to the god they worship. Their Priests are about forty in num- 
ber, and their power over the minds of these infatuated people iz 
unlimited. ‘FPheir chief, or king, who was in St, Louis a few days 
since, reigns with despotic sway. Notwithstanding their sangui- 
nary character and superstitious idolatry, they are an interesting 
race of beings. ‘Their language is soft and melodious, and their 
minds appear susceptible of refinement and sensibility. 

The Commissioners om Indian Affairs in this place, held a treaty 
of peace with this nation soon after their arrival, which gave one 
of their chiefs, styled “ the Warrior,” the opportunity of a display 
of Indian eloquence, much to the safisfaction and amusement of 
his auditors. As the Pawnees never before had much intercourse 
with the Americans, it is hoped the introduction they have had, 
will Jeave on their minds just impressions of the blessings of civi- 
lization. ' 

QO, my dear Brother, pray for us. Forget not to pray, that the 
cloud may remove from over the minds of the Sioux, and that the 
blood stained Pawnees may no longer immolate their fellow beiugs 
on the altars of a false deity; but that the light of salvation may 
reach these ‘ dark parts of the earth, that are full of the habia 
tions of cruelty.” As ever yours, &e. 

JOHN M. PECK. 
Rev: J. Prcx. 
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248 Missionary Tours. 
AN ABSTRACT OF MISSIONARY SERVICES, 1812. 


Elder Timothy Sueprarp, has spent one hundred and four 
days in the service of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society; 
mostly in the province of Upper Canada. During which time he 
travelled one thousand four hundred and twenty-six miles. He 
preached one hundred and two sermons; gave fellowship to 
one church; baptized eight persons; attended seven church. 
meetings, and four communions. He observes, “ That he found 
in the province pine Baptist ministers, thirteen churches, two 
Missionary societies, and a number of female societies. ‘There 
has been baptized, on a profession of faith, since my last winter's 
tour, nearly four hundred persons. Elder Joseph Winn has bap- 
tized one hundred and twelve ;—Elder Stephens one hundred and 
three ;—Elder Cassou one hundred and six. How mary have 
been baptized by others, I did not learn with accuracy.” 

In several places he witnessed a gracious work of the Divine 
Spirit on the hearts of sinners. He was received with great 


kindness; the audiences were very attentive, and the people 


solicitous for more favors of the like kind. 





Elder NAtsanw Peck has performed a Missionary Tour on the 
Holland Purchase, with a short excursion into Upper Canada.— 
Was absent forty-eight days; preached fifty thrée sermons; atten- 
ded one council; three church meetings; broke bread twice, and 
baptized five persons. His accounts are very pleasing; he met 
with a cordial reception in almost every place. ‘The people were 
anxious for preaching, and thankful for the favors already confer- 
red. In several places which he visited, the Lord is carrying on 
a glorious work of Divine grace. ‘I'he Female Society in Al 
fred made a doration of ten yards of flannel cloth to the Soci- 
éty. In many places were large, attentive, and deeply affected 
assemblies; parting was affecting and painful. Although in too 
many places a cold indifferent spirit prevails, and vice abounds, 
and in seme instances churches are low, and professors too much 
conformed to the world; yet we have great cause to rejoice, that 
religien seems to be gaining ground, and the empire of Emma: 
NUEL Is rising. 





Elder Cyrus Axprews spent sixty-six days in the service 
of the Society, on the Holland Purchase. In which time he rode 
four hundred and thirty miles, in a very Céstitute country; preached 
forty-seven times; attended a number of conferences, and baptized 
one person. He found a good work of the Spirit carrying on in 
many places; but in too many a spirit of indifference greatly 
prevailed. Generally the people were very anxious for preaching; 
in some places, they were desirous of obtaining ministers to s¢> 
tle with them. : 
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Elder Freperick Freeman performed a missionary tour of 
twenty-one days, in the towns contiguous to the Oneida Lake. In 
which. time he travelled two huntired and twenty-five miles; 
preached thirty-seven times; assisted in the organization of a 
Young Men’s Missionary Society in the village of Oswego, and 
baptized one person. He concludes his report thus, “ For a con- 
siderable part of the way, they had not had preaching, since last 
fall, and and in some places longer. They came together with re- 
markable readiness; and heard with the most solemn attention. I 
received for the Society -$8,60. This, together with the intreaties, 
of the poor destitute inhabitants to be revisited, bespeaks the impor- 
tance of the missionary cause. While so many places lie destitute, 
i see no room for relaxation; uor do I think our zeal in this, near 
equals the exigencies of the times. I think it of the utmost impor- 
tance that another missionary be immediately sent ona this route; 
as I could not learn that they had, in general, any prospect of 
any further assistance, till it should come from this society. And 
whoever goes, should be careful te look out the most destitute 
part. I learned from some of the members of the little church in 
Sterling, that they had had but one preaching opportunity since 
winter before last, 


«“ The people for the most part are much divided in sentiment, 
and many are very ignorant in doctrine; therefore, those preach- 
ers are wanted who will not shun to declare the whole council of 
God.” 





Since the 6th of Dec. 1817, Elder Peter P. Roots has perform- 
ed nineteen week‘s missionary service, in the counties of Tomp- 
kins, ‘ioga, Stevben, and places adjacent. Inthe course of his 
labors he preached one hundred and sixty-two sermons. He was 
very assiduous in teaching in public, and from house to house ; in 
visiting schools, attending conferences and other ministerial labors. 
He repeatedly visited the towns in the abovenamed counties, and 
was kindly received by the people, who expressed their gratitude, 
to those who contribute of their property and ivfluence, to promafe 
the preaching of the gospel among the destitute. In some of the 
towns which he visited, many appear to be awakened. He was 
very attentive to children, distributing among them religious 
hooks, and tracts; encouraging them to commit chapters in the Bi- 
ble to memory, and rewarding them with beoks. He baptized one 
ei and enjoyed several comfortable seasons at the Lord’s ta- 
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LETTER FROM PAINSVILLE. 


i onetlientietinatineendin 


PAINSVILLE, Geauga Co. Ohio, May 14, 1818, 
A pumber oi Bapust Churcnes, met in Counci dy their Dele. 
gates, at Painsville, this day, send their thanks to the Hamilton 
Baptist Missionary Society— Wishing you grace, mercy and peace 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Dear Breruren, 
We acknowledge the many favors that we have received from 


you, by the visits of your Missiouaries and Magazines. We rejoice 
that our fathers and brethren at a distance, feel for us, and the 
cause of our common Loid in this part of the land. And truly our 
case is gloomy, our churches are smail, weak in gifis, poor in the 
world and much seattered. Our ministers are few, compared 
with the work before them. What makes it stiil more paiuful, is 
the poverty of the churebes, whieh is su great, that they cannot 
give their ministers that support which is necessary, that they may 
give themselves wholly to the work ef the ministry; insomuch, 
that they are constrained to labor with their hands, or their fami- 
lies must suffer. This prevents their visiting destitute places, and 
preaching to the people. Our souls mouru to hear the cries of the 
people in the destitute towns in this wilderness,—** Come and help 
us.’ And seeing their anxiety, and their destitute situation, and 
knowing that they have no one to take them by the hand, we can 
only pray the Lord of the harvest to send them help, and build up 
his cause in this desert land. 

Dear Brethren, considering your ability and willingness to az- 
sist the destitute, we present our request, praying that you would 
station two or more Mi-sionaries a part of the time, in this part of 
the vineyard. If our request meet your approbation, we take the 
liherty to recommend to you our well beloved brethren Elders 
Azariah Hanks and Warner Goodeil, as candidates for that pure 
pose. RUFUS BYTHER, Clerk. 


Extract of a Letter from Elder Revpen TEnny, f0 
one of the Editors, dated 


PirrsrorpD, Ontario Co. Jan. 29, 1817. 

“ When I arrived at Pittsford, I found the people almost wholly 
given to sin and vanity, there were some few who had made 4 
profession of religion; yet the little church was in a low uncom- 
fortable state. At church meetings not more than eight or fen 
would assemble. Congregations on the Lord’s-Day were small, 
and a general inattention prevailed. We agreed to hold confer- 
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ences every Lord’s-Day evening; but if was a long time before any 
attended but the church: at length, however, the people began to 
come in one after another til! our conference became crowded.— 
About the first of July the young people propesed a ball; it ap- 
peared to me that this would be the last they ever would attend. 
A number of the brethren and sisters were so exercised on this oc- 
casion that they could not rest through the night, but wrestled in 
prayer, with the Lord, that he would have merey on the dear 
youth. And it has appeared to me, that this scripture was fulfilled, 
«When Zion travailed she brought forth children.” For the next 
Lord’s-Day, the Lord began to pour out his spirit; baeksliders, 
were brought to a sense of their wanderings, and the unregenerate 
were pricked in the heart. Zion’s King rode forth gloriously from 
conquering fo conquer; sinners bowed to the mild sceptre of grace; 
—-the children of God rejoiced in the salvation of God, ‘The Lord 
is carrying on his work in a great number of towns io this part of 
the country. In Ontario there has been a great addition to the 
church. In Pennfield the work of grace is going forward; twenty- 
two were baptized on New-Year’s day. In Perrintown, the Lord 
is at work; last summer a church was constituted, consisting of 
thirteen members; their number, at present, is between seventy and 
eighty. In the town of Mendon nearly one hundred have been 
added to the church. In the town of Victor a goodly number have - 
beeu brought to know the truth. East and West Bloomfield have 
shared largely in the glorious work. And many other places, too 
numerous fo mention. I have baptized about sixty, mostly youth 
and children; ahout eighty have been added tothe church. Thus 
you see, dear Brother, what the Lord is doing.” 








MADISON ASSOCIATION. 


The MADISON ASSOCIATION met at Delphi, Sept. 9th, 
1818. Enjoyed a very agreeable interview; the information from 
most of the Churches was pleasing; harmony and brotherly love 
greatly abounded. Five hundred and sixty-two were added by bap- 
tism; by letter two hundred and four—total added seven hundred 
and sixty-six. ‘Total numer four thousand eight hundred and six. 
{n the Association are forty-two churches, and thirty-six ordained 
ministers. . 

After the business of the Association was brought to a close, 
Elder Luther Rice, Agent to the Board of Foreign Missions, be- 
lng present, delivered an affecting discourse on the subject of Mis- 
sions, When a collection was made for Foreign Missions, amount- 
ing to the sum of sixty-eight dollars and ninety-five cents, together. 
with one pair of jewels and a gold ring. 












































































252 Excellency of the Christian Religion. 


Ponatious frem Churches, Female Societies and individuals te 
the amount of seventy-one dollars and ninety-four cents. 

Vhe total amount of collections for Foreign Missions, at this 
time, one hundred and forty dollars and eighty-nine cents. , 

Liberal donations were likewise received for the Domestic So. 
ciety; an account of which will appear in the Report of the 
Board. 


The Testimony of a Pagan Magistrate to the excel. 
lency of Christianity. 


A Chinese Mandarin, who had the chief command of the royal 
troops in Cochin China, perceiving one day, near the court, a 
number of meu beneath the canga,™ said, ‘ Where have they seized 
oi) sO INany thieves at atime?” It was answered that they were 
not thieves, but Christians, whose religion the king had forbidden 
under pain of death. ‘ How, (replied he) condemned for being 
Christians! Can their religion be any crime against tbe govern- 
ment? Do they not pay taxes as well as others? Do they not as- 
sist at the public works? Do they not bear arms? Do they not 
go to battle? Do they not follow our standard from north to 
south? What more can be required of them? Why should we 
concern ourselves about their religion, provided ihey prove 
good and faithful subjects? It is we, the disciples of Phat and 
Confucius, and especially we mandarins, whe know no other law 
than our own wills, nor rule of life but our own concupiscence, 
that seize without scruple the gardens and fields of the poor ; that 
violate without shame the wives of others, and carry off their 
caughbters by force; whereas the Christians confine themselves to 
one wife, without daring to approach the wives or daughters of 
others. Ina word, they are an upright, and simple people, who 
do no injury {o apy one.’ 





‘ When I was very young, (continued he) there was a libertine 
with whom I was acquainted, who became a notorious thief. His 
family left no means untried to reclaim him from bis wicked course 
of life. He had often been severely whipped, imprisoned, and 
even threatened with death by the heads of the village, to no 
purpose; for nothing could intimidate him. At length, after on 
absence of many years, J met him by aecident, and was astonished 
beyond measure at the alteration I perceived in him, being Dow 
neither a libertine, a gambler, nor a thief. I asked him the reason 
of so surprising a change. T'o which he replied, that he had mar- 
ried a Christian woman, who, by her exhortations and example, 
had converied him to her religion; that he no longer dared to 
persevere in his wieked course of life, because it was forbidden by 
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that religion: ‘Behold, (added the Mandarin) what the- magis- 
trates couid not effect by the foree of their authority, a wife has 
accomplished by the influence of jher religion! Ought a religion, 
therefore, which has the power of putting a stop to such disorders, 
—ought a religion, which can convert a thief into an honest 
man, ought such a religion to be proscribed or condemned” ‘ i 
defy, (continved he) yours or mine to do as much.’ | 


——> ae 


ORDINATIONS. 


-_—— ooo 


On the 14th of May, 1818, Brother WARNER GOODELL 
was set apart to the work of the Gospe! Ministry, by solemn ordi- 
nation, at Painsville, in the county of Geauga, state of Ohio.— 
Brother Azariah Hanks preached from Psaim xlv. 3, 4, 5, and 
gave the charze~-Brother Joseph Call offered the censecrating 
prayer—Brotber Benjamin Barnes gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship—The concluding prayer by the candidate. The season 
was peculiarly interesting and solemn; and it is devoutly hoped, 
that a blessing will attend the important transactions of this day- 


June 11th 1818, Brother SAMUEL ALVORD was ordained 
to the work of the Gospel Ministry, in the Baptist Church in Cam- 
bria, Niagara, county, N. York, in the foliowing manner.—Brother 
John Upfold preached from II. Cor. iii. 6, and offered the conse- 
crating prayer, and laid on hands with Brother Simeon Dutcher.— 
Brother Duicher gave the eharge, and right hand of fellowship, 
and offered’ the concluding prayer. 

The whole was performed in the presence of a large and sol- 
emo assembly, who appeared to be deeply affected with the inter- 
esting transaction. 


Sept. 16th, 1318, Brother NATHAN NOYES was set apart 
to the work of the Gospel Ministry by solemn ordination, in the 
Baptist church in Preston in the county of Chenango, N. ¥.— The 
solemnity was performed in the following manner. Brother N. J. 
Gilbert, of North Norwich, preached an appropriate sermon from 
Il. Cor. iv. 7. Brother Lawion offered the consecratiog prayer, 
and laid on hands with Brethren Benedict and L. Holcomb. 
Brother R. H. Benedict gave the charge—Brother L. Holcomb the 
right hand of fellowship—Brother ‘fucker offered the concluding 
prayer. The solemnity concluded with a hymn of praise, and the 
blessing by the candidate. On account of indisposition, Brother 
Dowsett was unable to take a part in the pleasing service. The 
whole was conducted in the presence of a large and attentive as- 
sembly; and evidently attended with tekens of the Divine pres- 
ence. 







































Obituaries. 


OBITUARY. 


= 


DIED, August 17th, 1818, at Plymeuth, county of 
Chenango, and state of New-York, after a long and dis- 
tressing illness, which he bore with patience aad christian 
fortitude, Elder ELISHA RANSOM, aged seventy-two 
years. He was born in Lyme, Connecticut, in the year 
1746. It was in that place, that he was born of the Spirit, 
and commenced a divine life. In this town, he also com. 
menced his ministerial labors; being about twenty-five 
years of age. He was baptized in Weathersfield, by El- 
der Bailey. He preached about a year in Sturbridge, 
Mass. Also about the same time, at Pomfret, in Connec: 
ticut, where be was married to Miss. Hannah Grow.— 
From thence he removed to Sutton, Mass. where he was 
ordained te the work of the ministry, and preached in 
that place three years, From thence he went to Dudly, 
where he continued about a year; then removed ta Wood- 
stock, Vermont, where he continued about twenty years, 
preaching the werd to the Baptist church in Woodstock, 
and in other places. He then removed to Elizabethtown, 
in the county of Essex, where he resided a short time, 
and then removed to Nerwich, in New-York. In this 
and the neighboring towns, togeiher wilh some missionary 
excursions; and a short tour in the army during the last 
war, he spent the last fourteen years of his pilgrimage on 
earth. He was laborioys in life, fervent in spirit, triumph- 
ant in death; and, we trust, happy in eternity. His fune- 
ral was attended by a respectable assembly, composed of 
the Church and Society in North Norwich. His remains 
were interred near the meeting house, to rest in solemn 
silence, tijl Christ shall come to wake the dead. 


“The just shall be had in everlasting remem- 
| brance.”’ 
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NMEMOIR.—MRS. REBEKAH MOSES. 

Mrs. MOSES was born in Milton, Saratoga county, N. Y. in 
the year A. D. 1792. Her father, Mr. Thomas Merrick, in her 
early childhood, removed to Cazenovia, county of Madison, N. ¥. 
On the 4th of February, 1816, she was married to Doctor KE. D. 
Moses. Previous to her marriage she had experienced a jong and 
distressing illness, which apparently brought her to the briak of 
the grave: during which she was seriously impreszed with a senst 


of her situation, as a sinner against a holy God. Great was Oct 
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distress under the soul-appailing view of her condition. But God,. 
who is rich ia mercy, appeared for her relief; the Saviour was re- 
vealed in her soul, in such a manner as to fill her with the most 
extatic joy. Such were her views, and so feelingly did she des- 
cribe (hem, that some persons, who saw and heard her, were con- 
vinced of their own danger, and constrained to fly to the Friend 
of sinvers for relief. ‘I'he summer following her marriage, she was 
baptized by Elder John Peck, and united with the Baptist church” 
in Cazenovia. She was a burning and shining fight in the church 
—the candle of the Lord seemed continually to shine about her 
tabernacle. She enjoyed much of heaven. ; 

In the year.!817, her husband removed to Nunda, Allegany 
county, New Yerk. Here her health continued very delicate; and 
in April last, began gradually to fail. Her husband in writing to” 
her friends, an account of her death, remarks. “* She was ever calm 
and composed, spoke familiarly and with ease on death and eter- 
nity. | never knew her to be uneasy. Her disorder was’ the consump- 
tion. On the ‘Tuesday before she died she began to he greatly dis- 
tressed, and contisued so till a tittle before her exit. which was 
about one o'clock this morning. She died with the brightest views 
of heaven, of any person I ever saw. On Wednesday night her . 
distress increased. with great difficulty of breathing. Thursday 
moruing, with difficulty she spoke, and expressed a desire to see 
my sisier, who was absent. In the atternoon I perceived an alter- 
ation; sent for my sister; but found it was too late—she could not 
speak. She had previously expressed a desire, that if it was the 
will of the Lord, she might die an easy death. I saw her dissolu- 
tion was near—the neighbors were called in—Prayer attended— 
death appeared to be enclosing her in his icy arms—her eyes were 
fixed; the blood receding from the extremities; her hands and her 
feet cold. We concluded she was dead;—when, to our surprize, we 
‘perceived her lips to move—her eyes which seemed closed in 
death, began to brighten and move—her hands, which were before 
cold, were now unusually warm. Her distress was no more. She 
spoke free and easy. Being asked, if she saw us, she answered, 
Yes. She then enquired, Am I back! how long shall I stay? Ob, 
the beauties of heaven! Being asked, if she was willing todie? She - 
answered, My Jesus has received me; who would want to’ come 
back again ?—You would not, if you knew the beauties of heaven. 
She now talked to us all; thanked the neighbors foe their kind- 
ness to her. ‘This scene produced a sensation better felt than de- 
scribed, and which seemed to pervade the breasts of all present.— 
“ Oh, (said one present,) what peace with God, and the world ? 
Who would not wish to die thus!’ She then talked to my sister, 
What she wished ; and spoke of her brothers and sisters, and said, 
O, tell them of the goodness of God. ‘Tell Elder Peck and the 
chureh, I loved them. She said, I want to get through, but am 
Willing to wait God's time. Having asked two or three times, How 
Jong it was since she died? we wished to know, what we should 
understand by her question? She said, Part of her had died, and 
the rest would soon; that she had been helped along; and was 






















































































256. . Poetry: 


faint, and had now done ; and without a struczle or groan breathed 
out her soul into the arms of her blessed Redeemer."’ Thus died 
this amiable woman, On the 18‘b of September, 1818, in the 2 7th 
year of her age. 

‘¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lorp.”? 

The above account was attesied by teu persons, who were pres. 
ent during this interesting sceze. 

In addition to the foregoing account, it was stated, she gave the 
most lively description of heaven, sayiog, ‘that it appeared like 
the suo, embroidered with gold: and that the views which she 
had of heaven and the glory of her Saviour, so ravished her soul, 
and filled her with such extatic joy, that she longed to be gone; 
and be with Christ, which is far better. 

<a Se 
For the following communication the publishers are indebted to 

Miss Sauuy. Gano of Poughkeepsie, N. Y¥. who received it 

from the author, Mrs. Hoveu, when on her voyage from Amer- 

ica, twenty days from Calcutta. {fourth Annual Report. 


« The other evening I sat reflecting on the past, and my ab- 
sent friends shared much in my meditations; sadness pervaded 
my mind, and I almost involuntarily poured forth my soul in song. 
Possibly the sinple effusions of your ftiend may amuse you, and 
perhaps a sympathetic feeling will pervade your bosom as yo 


read the following lines 
ON MELANCHOLY. 


When absent friends invite 

The silent tear, the tender sich ; 
When Memory throws her light 

On scenes of joy passed swiftly by: 


Then Melancholy flings 

A sombre sadness o’er the mind; 
She strikes the tender strings 

Of sensibility refined. 


She bids the tears to speak, 

To tell the latent grief she feels ; 
Their language is too weak, 

Tis what the deep-fetch’d sigh reveals, 


But, Melancholy, why 

Hang all thy tender charms o’er me? 
I would not always sigh 

Fer worldly joys, which transient be. 


Though time and distance join 

To part me from the friends I love; 
If Jesus is but mine, 

"Tis joy which changes cannot move. 


Then, Melancholy, go— 
Thy power can never bind my soul; 

Thou tender nurse of wo, 

i yield thee not supreme controul.”’ 
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